the nativitY sCene and FidelitY in the FamilY.
did not exclude showing profane events; for example, a fisherman, who hurries to the lake to catch a fish and bring it to the newborn redeemer.
setting up the nativity scene used to be one of the most anticipated and cheerful occasions. some opted for a palestinian crèche and others for local ones. pilgrimages to the holy land influenced the designers of nativity scenes to create a palestinian landscape with a cavern, middle eastern-style houses, and costumes known from the bible and reference works. some creators of nativity scenes believed that only the palestinian nativity was the genuine one, as the authentic reflection of the true historical time and place where Christ was born.
The belief that Christ wishes to be reborn once again every year, everywhere for everyone, did not fade. This is because the birth of jesus is not only a historical event, but much more: it is a repeating reality, not only in the holy land but all around the world at any time. Thus the slovenian people recreated a local nativity scene: a shed was set up in the slovenian landscape, figures were arranged all the way to the distant mountain slopes, the decision matured in the affirmation: slovenians, jesus wants to be born for you and in you. do not flee to the east, but open your hearts and hands here and now! many creators of the manger concentrated their work on nativity figures rather than on the landscape. The size of the figures has always set the scale for everything else: for the landscape itself, the paths, trees, buildings, tools, and so on. everything had to be made to balance the figures. The creators of the figures followed the rule expressed by georg spiegler: Der Mensch ist das Mass aller Dinge (man is the measure for everything) [1967: 8] . The proportions that exist in the natural environment have always been considered in nativity scenes.
in slovenia three forms of figures have been used: immovable, movable dressed, and mobile. immovable figures were wooden carvings, plaster casts, sculptures made of clay or other material, or figures coated with pieces of cloth. Figures less than 15 cm tall used to be immovable because they are difficult to dress. inside households people used figures from 15 to 20 cm tall. movable, dressed and flexible figures have had preference over immovable ones because it is possible to place them in an appropriate spot and at the same time put them in a sitting, lying, or kneeling position; the legs and the arms could be moved to represent desired gestures. history has shown that clothes depended on the figure's size as well as on whether the figure represented a local or a palestinian character.
slovenians preferred to put the nativity scene in the prayer corner or on an old family chest, a chest of drawers, a special small table, or sometimes a wide shelf between the windows [cf. kuret 1981: 244] . many set up the nativity scene on a board and later moved it to an appointed place. in this case, the size and the shape of the nativity scene were determined by the base. When creating the nativity scene, usually with the help of the entire family, the landscape was set up first, according to which the proper position of the shed or cave, paths, water, bridge, and individual trees and the rest of the greenery was fixed. slovenians would set the nativity hill made of moss in the prayer corner, in front of which they placed rituals and Festivals / rituali in prazniki the shed. a wooden framework or stumps were used to make a higher hill. however, most of the time there was hay, covered with moss.
The shed or the cave with the holy Family has been the main or focal point of the nativity scene. to achieve the desired effect, lights were used. a brighter light has always been focused on the shed to attract attention.
a shed shaped like a hay-rack from gorenjska (upper Carniola) was an original idea. a higher roof was made to accommodate and illuminate the holy Family. This high quality slovenian nativity scene was set up year after year by the engineer jožko pogačar in kamnik.
The slovenian open nativity scene is placed in the prayer corner; it can also be situated on tables of various shapes, chests of drawers, or windowsills. in slovenia it is possible to find nativity scenes in various cabinets. These are known as the closed type. They are reminiscent of a stage in miniature.
a famous means of creating the Christmas event is to fashion miniature houses for a place -not only individual houses, but even a real farm model as done by the Franciscan priest ludvik dovč in nazarje.
The background for the slovenian crèche in the prayer corner was usually a cross and images of saints, and in some places bethlehem was added as well. in slovenia the landscape rises up the hill, which is crowned with the silhouette of the old town; from a green environment to the rocky world that ends in the skyline against which appear the snowy peaks of the slovenian mountains. above this is stretched the common background of a beautiful night sky. The parish church of Cerklje in gorenjska keeps a copy l. grČar, the nativitY sCene and FidelitY in the FamilY of the night sky that can be seen from the front of the church on Christmas night. some slovenians were true masters in creating these starlit surfaces.
When the landscape, the background, and the sky were complete, the creators of the nativity scene drew paths and secured the entire scene with a fence. a basic rule was applied to their work: the paths had to be drawn as naturally as possible, so the shepherds could move along them roped up or with crampons. There were never too many paths. in the best of cases there was one that led to bethlehem and another one joining it from the side along the way. if the path led over a brook, there was usually an old wooden bridge.
The fence, which represents the separation of the holy from the profane, was usually an old uneven paling, which was sometimes broken here and there. The slovenians knew that these fences should never be intrusive because the nativity scene is set up in order to bring us together; however, big palings and fences have always separated us. The architect jože plečnik (1872-1957) commented to Franc saleški Finžgar (1871 Finžgar ( -1962 : "between good neighbors there are no fences!"
The happiest moment in the family on Christmas eve was when the nativity scene was finished and only the figures had to be arranged. The local crèche creators devoted great attention, care, and love to the arrangement of the holy Family. in the shed or cave there was a crib, a basket, or simply some hay covered with a piece of cloth onto which the jesus was laid, and beside him was virgin mary. she usually kneels in front of the newborn Child, who is the Creator, savior, and son. The third person is st. joseph. The figure that represents him usually shows concern, as a fosterer and guardian. sometimes he holds a gnarled walking stick in his hand and his lamp is hung in the cave or shed.
behind the holy Family, an ox and a donkey usually appeared. if there was not enough space, only their heads were put in the background. This can be seen in several creations by Father Wolfgang kogler . in front of the shed and in its immediate vicinity there were shepherds of various shapes. The one that brought the lamb to the Child was usually at the front.
skilled creators sometimes put a good-hearted shepherd on the outer edge, who became the connector between the outer world, represented by the living, and the world that is simple and real. That is the world in which jesus Christ was born to recreate a new heaven and a new earth, where the new man will live according to the new testament, singing a new song. This shepherd usually faces those admiring the scene and invites them with his raised arm to come closer, to stop and take time to listen to what the nativity scene has to say. the nativitY sCene and Faith in the FamilY the nativity scene represents the holy Family, the model for every family. the image of the holy Family is the image of god's plan for the family on earth. it would be sufficient to realize what the family is according to god's idea: god has set his heart upon the family. This reality is so important to him that he put his own character in it, god's life, the life of the holy trinity is reflected in the family [lubich 1989] .
pope john paul ii declared in the apostolic letter on the family: the FamilY and the nativitY in slovenian religious tradition as early as 1877, Fran erjavec (1834-1887), a story writer and natural scientist, published an article in the newspaper Soča entitled "Christmas eve in kranjska (Carniola)." the style of his story writing was characterized by a romantic-realistic duality, which was notably inclined to realism. in Kranjska the entire family stayed at home on Christmas eve. men in particular did not worry about work; however, women had many errands to do and could not have managed everything even if they had had four hands. Then the writer describes with vivid expression how the children went to the woods first thing in the morning to dig in the snow for the moss on the rocks and stumps. shivering and numb with cold, they finally returned home. Fran erjavec writes: in his first "Christmas picture" ivan zarnik describes the time before Christmas and the busy participation of the entire family in displaying the nativity scene. This shows how carefully the family worked together, especially the children, who handed all their savings to their mother to buy everything they needed for the crèche.
The description above represents the spirit of the entire family cooperating in the pre- during the rituals there was a light on the table, in the crèche, or in front of it: today, this is a symbol of the holy light, which came to the world on this night -in the olden days it was to comfort the deceased, who wish for light.
in the above description of the celebration of Christmas eve, the author presented a mother saying: on the three holy eves -Christmas, new Year, and epiphany -the prayers, incense, water, and singing rendered homes into little sanctuaries. The nativity scene carried the people away from gray everyday life, worries, and plans to god's world of mercy and faith. The crèche, which was set up by the entire family, was the silent liturgy that was offered day and night under the religious roof and united the family in one heart and one soul. These are the models that are typical of the slovenian tradition. nowadays it is not necessary to follow them exactly; however, many of them are useful and still exist in families that practice the faith.
in slovenian religious tradition, there are some elements that represent people's attitude towards the nativity scene: the family's preparation for the day when lord was born and for the display of the crèche; the collective setting up of the crèche; incense, prayer, and singing; and giving presents and welcoming travelers and the poor. to appreciate these activities, the following elements have to be considered. the FamilY's preparation For Christmas holidaYs the Church tradition and practices emphasize that the meaning of the advent season focuses on preparation for the celebration of the Christ's birth. especially important is the spiritual preparation. this is distant and imminent: distant in the entire advent and imminent with the Christmas novena, consisting of reading appropriate literature, especially the gospels, singing advent songs, and making a good advent confession.
the Advent Wreath. the symbol in The Book of Blessings of the Rimski obrednik (roman ritual), which was ordered to be revised by the second vatican Council and approved by pope john paul ii, it is written: if there is no tradition of blessing advent wreaths in church, the family should bless their wreath at home after the meal, as prescribed in the ritual.
all family members are present at the blessing, and the prayer is said by an adult; for example, the father or mother. There should be a cross and a receptacle of holy water next to the wreath or the symbol. The prayer begins with a suitable hymn or psalm; for example, psalm 146. Then the father or mother, or an adult child, reads a passage from the bible; for example, is 35:3-6. a silence should follow so that the Word of god can be contemplated. There can be also an appropriate hymn or psalm 148 can be recited, from which one person reads two lines and the next person reads the following two lines. The invocation used in the ceremony may be taken from those suggested in the ritual, which can be altered or interchanged with others. The intentions however, should include the entire parish, the universal Church, and the needs of all people in the world, not only the needs of the family. at the end, the prayer of blessing is said by the mother or father:
God Then a passage is read from the bible, heb 1:1-4. if possible, the passage can be discussed; otherwise, a Christmas song can be sung or listened to. Then follow the invocations. They are composed from the sample of invocations for all needs at the mass, yet those that are foreseen in the ritual can also be used. Then the family recites the our Father. The prayer is read by the father or mother, and the others stand and listen:
Father after the prayer, one of the parents asperses the crèche with holy water, and then censes it. later the house is censed and blessed.
incense, Prayer, and singing by setting up and blessing the nativity scene, the family displays a domestic altar. the home has thus become a small church and sanctuary that has been aspersed, censed, and rituals and Festivals / rituali in prazniki consecrated with hymns and prayers. When the family carries out this ritual, it becomes even more deeply conscious of its call to supernatural virtues. the ritual of censing and aspersing the house and collective prayer are described under the "Family and nativity in slovenian religious tradition."
Giving Gifts and receiving travelers and the Poor
Christmas eve and Christmas time express the deepest sign of the gift that man has received. this sign is therefore shared in the whole family. it urges a person to give gifts to others; the parents should give to their children, and the other way round.
jesus Christ came in humility and poverty. doing so, he addresses man to welcome and kindly offer help to travelers and to the poor, to the homeless and to refugees. in this way he realizes and lives Christ's words: For I was hungry and you gave Me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave Me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, . . . whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of Mine, you did for Me [mt 25: 35-40] .
preparing and displaying the nativity is in fact a sign of dynamic faith and continuity, participation and the eternal presence of the supernatural, divine, and sacred in the family.
FamilY and nativitY under neW Conditions modern life has fully shaken the foundation of the former slovenian family in the past few decades. adults as well as young people have discovered various reasons for diverting to their own paths and withdrawing themselves from the benevolent influence of the family. people that are conscious of the importance of a healthy family are seeking all possible means to reconcile and deepen the relationships in the broken family. how can we reach this goal? the past has shown us an effective remedy that can heal the family: the nativity scene. how? it is important that the entire family participate in setting up the crèche. elizabeta hribar says that the nativity will connect the family and bring warmth through the common endeavor:
The nativity scene is very important. It brings out in children the desire for the most beautiful, the warmest and inexpressible, everything that the birth of Christ offers us. An older woman gave out a loud cry when she approached the crib in the Franciscan church in Ljubljana. [p. c.] in her old age, the nativity scene recalled a bright memory of youth and spoke to her heart. The sculptor viktor konjedic (born 1942) said in his reflection on the family and the nativity:
The Holy Family must be an ideal for every family. It must be a community to which We always have to bear in mind that every age has a different approach to the nativity scene: an adult experiences Christmas with a bunch of greenery and flowers and a statue of the newborn Child laid on moss or in a crib of pine bark, in hanging macramé, with a candle as a symbol standing next to the scene. a young person looks for a different shape, impossible for the others, but which suits the level of his needs. it can be a symbolic crib next to the city dump. The children love to lay down the moss, circle the lake and stream with stones, prepare a pile of wood, and make a cave or shed.
The nuns darinka (born 1924) and pavla bajec (born 1921), members of the school sisters of st. Francis of Christ the king, believe that the nativity scene plays one of the most important roles in a religious family, and hence the child can deeply experience the great truth and the fact god wanted to be born on earth as a little baby with a special purpose: to die and redeem humanity.
in history, man was addressed only by the one that loved him and respected him and knew how to prove it. however, no one proved it like jesus Christ did with his birth, death, and resurrection. Therefore the nativity scene is the best educational help in the family.
The sculptor alojzija ulman alojzija ulman states that the crèche should involve the entire family in making the festive atmosphere. it opens the hearts of the little, the young, the adults, and the elderly. The nativity scene awakens creativity and presents an opportunity to express oneself more with the heart and soul than with style.
The nativity scene in šentvid pri stični used to be displayed by the sexton janez bijec , born in velika goba, in the parish of dole pri litiji. his nativity scenes have probably been the largest in slovenia in the last few years. he particularly placed emphasis on the cave, where he placed the holy Family. he said that for people Christmas is the greatest joy in the year, when the family becomes the focal point and a reflection of the family of bethlehem and nazareth.
The above statements on the family and the nativity scene were given by people who have done the most for the slovenian nativity scene in the years after the second World War. They all became enthusiastic about it in their childhood when in the heart of the family they sensed and discovered its benevolent power to create, announce, and reconcile. it is our duty to continue our mission of the nativity in every family and community. in this way we can help the slovenian nation in the spiritual renewal of families and complete this task in a united europe and in the world.
From what has been said, it can be deduced that the nativity brings people together, and reunites the family now as it did in the past. it affects everybody from children to grandparents if the family lives together. The nativity scene connects; the family is truly together as its members join in prayer, singing, joy, and giving gifts.
in addition to the old models of the advent and Christmas celebration, which are being increasingly revived, new models of fidelity are arising in new living conditions in small apartments in the city. during the advent season, the family listens to appropriate passages from the bible and hymns on Cds. The family members want to better understand each other and to accept their differences. instead of moss, a green cloth or velvet is used. a plastic pine branch replaces the Christmas tree. The nativity scene is no longer found in the prayer corner; instead it is next to or on the television set, or on a book shelf of new stylish furniture. a few grains of incense do not melt on the hot coals anymore, but on a hot electric stove plate. after the prayer and singing, the family can watch Christmas programs on television or videotapes. This inner wealth and peace of the family can be transmitted to the next-door neighbors and with tolerance and kindness on the staircase, in the elevator, in the office, at school, and everywhere else. l. grČar, the nativitY sCene and FidelitY in the FamilY the meaning oF displaYing the nativitY sCene to better understand the importance of displaying the nativity scene, we are offered this explanation: the faith, gospel, and catechesis are fulfilled and presented in the family's preparation of the nativity scene. Conversations with today's most eminent creators have revealed the value of elizabeta hribar's words: When an artist wants to interpret the Christmas mystery, he must live it! (p.c.). the deepest respect and gratitude goes to the people that, in the difficult conditions of the years after the second World War, continued the tradition of the nativity and handed it down to new generations.
The nativity scene having involved the entire family -from the father, wife, and mother to the youngest son or daughter -has restored the meaning of the family and the power to preserve god's plan for the family and keep it in harmonious unity. The rich celebration of 
